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Dr. Hilal Hussain Al Tuwairqi elected as Chairman of AISU Board
Al Tuwairqi proposes Pakistan to enhance share in global engineering trade
Karachi – June 14, 2010: The current scenario of the Pakistani steel sector indicates a huge growth potential in this industry. The per capita-consumption of steel in Pakistan, is only 38 kg vis a vis a global average of 175 kg. Even if we consider a modest increase in per capita steel consumption to 80 Kg in the next 10 years, the steel requirement works out to be 16 million tons per annum for a population of around 200 million by the year 2020.
Today, Pakistan needs a number of quality steel manufacturing projects so that it does not only become self-reliant in steel sector but also may enhance its share in global engineering arena, which is evidently a multi-billion dollar market. Establishment of a Technology Center and Applied Research Center within Tuwairqi Steel Mills Limited is the long term vision of Al Tuwairqi Holding in Pakistan for human resource development from a very dedicated and promising lot of young professionals in Pakistan. We are keen to support the local iron, steel and engineering sector of Pakistan and bring it at par with the international standards.
These views were expressed by Dr. Hilal Hussain Al Tuwairqi, Chairman of Al Tuwairqi Holding, while highlighting the long-term vision of Al Tuwairqi in Pakistan and the tremendous potential of investment in local steel sector. It is pertinent to mention here that the board of Directors of the Arab Iron and Steel Union (AISU) elected Dr. Hilal Tuwairqi as Chairman of the AISU Board of Directors in its recent meeting held in Algeria. The representation in the board is of 24 group of companies from 13 countries of the Arab world.
Dr. Hilal is a Saudi national with outstanding entrepreneurial skills and a track record of developing profitable business ventures, with over 30 years of experience in strategic planning, administration and business management of various companies. It is the visionary and vibrant leadership of Dr. Hilal which has made it possible for Al Tuwairqi Holding to become the largest private-sector steel manufacturer in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from a modest steel manufacturing unit some 30 years back, and his election as the chairman of the AISU Board indicates that the entire steel industry of the Arab region firmly believes in his vision and reposes confidence on his leadership.
The AISU Board is comprised of the major Arab iron and steel producers, the production of 5 of which from Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, UAE and Morocco marked nearly 10.9Mt of longs production in 2009, i.e. nearly 50% of the overall Arab steel production of finished products. In addition, the Board includes major Arab companies producing iron ore from Mauritania, Algeria and Bahrain, as well as a number of steel producing companies from Libya, Tunisia, Syria, Jordan and Kuwait. The Arab Iron and Steel Union is the largest regional Arab conglomerate of iron & steel producers and users, comprising more than 80 companies from 16 Arab states.
On this occasion Zaigham Adil Rizvi, Director (Projects), Tuwairqi Steel Mills Limited recognized the bold decision of Dr. Hilal for establishing a state-of-the-art Direct Reduced Iron (DRI) plant at Port Qasim Karachi, despite high business cost and socio-economic downturn in the country. 






